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Amended 9/21/15



Introduced by Council Members Lee, Crescimbeni, Gulliford, Love and Jones & Co-sponsored by Council President Yarborough and amended by the Finance Committee:
ORDINANCE 2014-553-E
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO ZERO TOLERANCE ON LITTER; AMENDING SECTION 741.102 (DEFINITIONS), PART 1 (GENERAL PROVISIONS), CHAPTER 741, (ZERO TOLERANCE ON LITTER), ORDINANCE CODE, TO ADD AN ADDITIONAL CHAPTER 656 REFERENCE AND ADD A DEFINITION FOR FIRST OFFENSE AND SUBSEQUENT OFFENSES; AMENDING SECTION 741.107 (Violation of Zero-Tolerance for Litter Law), Chapter 741 (Zero Tolerance on Litter), Ordinance Code, to increase the fines for snipe sign violations; PROVIDING FOR AN EDUCATIONAL COMPONENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the Ad Hoc Committee on Blight seeks to increase the fines for snipe sign violations, and during its duly noticed meeting on August 6, 2014, approved this Ordinance for introduction to the Jacksonville City Council; now therefore
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
Amending Section 741.102 (Definitions), Ordinance Code. Section 741.102 (Definitions), Part 1 (General Provisions), Chapter 741 (Zero Tolerance on Litter), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:
Chapter 741. Zero Tolerance on Litter

*  *  *

Part 1. General Provisions.

*  *  *


Sec. 741.102. Definitions.

The following definitions apply to terms or phrases in this Chapter. 

(a) Litter. The term "litter" shall mean "litter" as defined in the Florida Litter Law at F.S. § 403.413(2)(f), that is located on public property, and shall include any artificial or manmade object illegally placed within a public right-of-way or illegally nailed, fastened or affixed to any tree, public utility pole, or other object located on public property or within a public right-of-way. The term "litter" shall include "snipe sign" as defined herein. The term "litter" shall not include any signs permitted pursuant to Sections 656.1306 and 656.1313, Ordinance Code. 

(b) Zero-tolerance policy for litter. The phrase "zero-tolerance policy for litter" shall mean the establishment of policies and standards that, if implemented, will lead to public property being litter-free. 

(c) Litter-free. The term "litter-free" shall mean that public property will be free of litter. 

(d) Snipe sign. The term "snipe sign" shall mean a sign which is tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued, or otherwise attached or affixed to a tree on public property, to a public utility pole, to a public utility box, to publicly-owned street furniture such as a bench or shelter, to a public fence, or to any other object on public property or within the public right of way, except with the express permission or consent of the public property owner, or as set forth in Sections 656.1306 and 656.1313, Ordinance Code. See the example in Attachment A. 

(e) Person. The term "person" shall have the same meaning as set forth in Section 1.102(11), Ordinance Code.”;

(f)
Special Exemptions. Signs erected and maintained pursuant to the discharge of the governmental function of public health and safety are exempt from the definition of snipe signs.

(g)
First offense and Subsequent offenses. The term “first offense” shall mean  each separate snipe sign violation issued by a Code Enforcement Officer to any individual or corporation that occurs prior to  the violator being found guilty of this code section by a court of competent jurisdiction or that occurs prior to the violator paying any fine without contesting the citation(s). Any offense that occurs after an adjudication by law or payment of the fine for an offense shall be deemed a subsequent offense and punishable as described in the chart located in §741.107 (c), Ordinance Code.
Section 1.

Amending Section 741.107 (Violation of Zero-Tolerance for Litter Law), Ordinance Code. Section 741.107 (Violation of Zero-Tolerance for Litter Law), Part 3 (Enforcement), Chapter 741 (Zero Tolerance on Litter), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to read as follows:

Chapter 741. Zero Tolerance on Litter

*  *  *

Part 3. Enforcement.


Sec. 741.107. Violation of Zero-Tolerance for Litter Law. 

*  *  *
(c)
Violations of this Section shall be unlawful and deemed a civil infraction, and shall be subject to the civil fines set forth in this subsection. Each piece of litter or separate snipe sign that a person illegally places on or affixes to public property in violation of this Section shall be deemed a separate violation. The schedule for civil fines for uncontested citations, which may be imposed under this Part III, together with such attorneys' fees and costs as may be authorized by law, shall be as follows: 
	Offense
	Fine

	1st
	$50 $150*

	2nd
	$ 75 $300 

	3rd and each thereafter
	$125 $500 

	4th
	$250

	5th and each thereafter
	$350

	* Notwithstanding the $150 fine noted above, any signs up to five signs posted on a single date in a twelve month period, shall incur a $50 fine per sign. Any signs in excess of 5 signs on that date, or additional signs, shall incur the standard per sign fine of $150.


For contested citations, there may be imposed a civil fine of up to $500 per citation, plus such attorneys' fees and costs as may be authorized by law. However, if a person affixes or otherwise places a snipe sign on a public utility pole and the bottom of which sign is at a height more than five feet above the prevailing ground level immediately adjacent to the utility pole then such act shall be punishable with an uncontested $350* civil fine per citation, plus such attorneys' fees and costs as may be authorized by law. For purposes of this section, the term "ground level" shall mean the finished grade of a parcel of land exclusive of any filling, berming or mounding.
*  *  *

Section 3.

Providing for an educational component.  Thirty (30) days in advance of the increase in fees, the Intra-Governmental Services Department shall provide for an educational component regarding the increase in fees. The Supervisor of Elections shall be encouraged to provide all candidates an educational statement regarding snipe signs, which Intra-Governmental Services Department in conjunction with Regulatory Compliance Department shall provide.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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